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SUMMARY

Thenovel'Doninthevalley'isafictionalnarrativewhichtalksaboutthesocietal

illsandhappeningsinthesociety(specifically,theNigerianuniversity)

Thewriteruses'Flashback'tobringtolightthetragiceventwhichhasfallenon

ourProtagonistandmajorcharacterbythenameofDrJohn.

Thesocialcrusaderschairmanhasbeenwokenintowhathecondemnsand

fightsagainst.

HewasavictimofaSexualharassmentwhichinturnturnedouttobeasetupbya

groupintheuniversity(CityUniversity).

DrJohn,beingapastorandsocialfighteraswellasanAcademiclearnedman,

wasnotwillingtofacethepublichumiliationandshametoaccompanythenewsof



suchahighlyplacemanandministerofGodcouldhavefallenvictimtosexual

activitiesintheschoolhetaughtandbyoneofhisstudents(Ladies)

Inhisbidtofindquicksolutionstohisproblem,heunknownlybecomes

emwebbedinthatsameasthatitbecametoohardforhimtothepointhe

backslidesfromhisChurchfellowshipbyforsakingandsometimesintentionally

neglectinginvitationsbyhispastor.

Johnismarriedtoawife(Bumper)andanonlyfemalechild(Tolu)

Hiswifeisanhardworkingladyandthisattributeofhermadeherbossjust

gaveheraPromotion.Itisduringthispromotionpartyorganisedbyhiswifethat

wethereadersgottoknowabouthisentangledaffairwithLadi,andhowhegot

transfixedwithher.Tothepointthathehadtohanghiswife'scalltoattendtothe

lady(ladi)thefirsteversincetheygotmarried.

Theeventsthatfollowedwashishoteladventurewiththeladyinaroom

whichwasbuggedbyagroupwhichhasassignedLadithejobofseducingand

reducingthepreacherandlecturertotheground.

Seriesofeventsoccurredthroughthenovel.

WegottounderstandtheaffairsthatwasbetweenLadiandoneofthe

gang(knockout)ChiefLeadersaswellasthereasonswhytheyneedtobringDr

Johndown.ThiswasbecauseDrJohnhadHumiliatedoneofthegangs

Lecturrr/staffmembersorsponsorwhenhewascaughtforharassingastudent.The

staffhadvowedtobringThecrusadersdownI.EtobringDrJohndownsincehe

wasthechairmanofthatgroup.HenvelopewhytheysentLadi,aladyanyman

wouldrefuse.

Aseventsprogressed,wegottoknowthatLadihadtodeviatefromher

mainmissionbecauseshefellinlovewiththeAcademicDonandwasn'twillingto

dancetothetuneoftheknockouts,Hencethereasonbehindthebugsbeingplanted

intheirroom.

DrJohntriedtoexplainhewasafamilymanthisargumenteventuallylanded

LadigettingaslapfromtheDr.

TheknockoutbeingsuspiciousoftheongoingbetweenLadiandtheDoctor



sinceshenolongerpicksorreportstothemanymore.Andthismadethembegin

tryingthemandtoapointwhenLadigottoremovethebugsplantedinorderto

tapeherselfandthedoctorhavinganything,sheeventuallygavethedoctorthose

materialsandthisscenariomadtheknockoutcometoDoctorsplacetoretrieve

them,whichmadePeter(DrJohn'shousehelp)toreceiveseriesofbeatings,and

almostgotkilledifnotoutofpitybythegang.

Thestoryisamoralnovel,whichbringstoopenhowasaneandjustman

couldchangewhenpushedto.DrJohnwastheleastpersonanyonecouldthink

wouldfallintoasexualscandal.Buthedidn'tonlyfallintoascandal,hetotally

changedcompletely.Thiscouldbeseenwhenhiswifeevencommentedtotheir

pastorthat

"Idon'tknowmyhusbandanymore".

Johnsmoraletiquettechangedhedidnotonlycommitadultery,healso

changedtoaliar,acheat,adeceiverandalsoanidolatrer.

Jnstanceofhimbeingaliar,cheatanddeceiverwasthevariousmeanshelied

tohiswife,friendsandevenhispastorabouthismessedupstate.

Heliedoftentocoverhistract,andmosttimesinordertomeetLadiattheir

regularjoint,hadtosneakoutwithdifferentexcusesanddeceit.

HeevendeceivedhiswifebylieingtohewasattendingaConferenceinthe

farNorth(Aconferencethatneverexisted)

Thisbroughthimtoanidolworshiper.Becauseitwasthispointhecame

acrossaProphetwhodeceivedhimwithafalseprophecyabouthisOnlydaughter

beingaWitch,andwasbackedupbyhiswifeandhismotherin-law.(Thiswas

becauseofmamaTolusinabilitytoconceiveanymoreandforgivinghimafemale

childsincetheirmarriage)

Beforenow,asapastorandpreacher,Johnneverbelievedinblackmagic

andsopreachedagainstitandthosethatpractisedit.Butbehold,herehewas

bowingtowhathewasagainst.(Thisshowsthethemethat,man'ssituation

changeshimandhisbeliefssofarashisobjectiveistogetsolutiontohim

problems)



DrJohnnarratedtotheprophetallhisproblems,andhadtopayforsomekind

ofritual.Hehowevertoldhim(prophet)thatheneedednodeath.

ImmediatelytheprophetcamebacktotheUniversityfromhis'unexixting

conference'hewasshockedwiththenewsofLadi'sdeath.

Theeventssurroundingherdeathwerenotclear,sothiswarrantedthe

schoolsstudentgovernmentaskforfurtherinvestigation.Butwegottoknowthat,

attheend,beforeLadidied,shecontinuouslykeptmentioningDrJohn'sname.

ItwasonthislightwegettoknowaboutFolio,theroguememberofthe

KnockoutwhosidedandsupportedLadibeforeandafterherdeathinacourseto

Protectthedoctor.HehadvowedtoprotectJohnnomatterwhat.

HewasJohn'sclosestcompanionafterLadi.AfterJohn,hewastheonly

personwhokneweverythingthatwasgoingon.HealsoknowsaboutFranks

diary(Ladismainboyfriend)whichhasdetailsofallhisactivitiesandalsorecords

ofhowoneoftheirStaffmembersorderthekillingofthedeputyVC'sdaughter.

(thiswasthecauseofLadi'sdeathbecausesherefusedtohandoverthediary)

NowafterLadi'sdeath,Johnwasleftwithnootheroption,soFoliobecame

hiseyesandearsonthehappeningsincampusandaboutthecase.Healsobecame

hisadvisor.

TheybothconcludedthatJohnneedtomeet'TheAmbassadorDoherty'in

othertopullsomestringstomakeDrAnsa(themainoriginatorofJohn'snightmare)

tostopbyusinghispoliticalambitionsagainsthim.ThiseventuallycostJohnto

confessaboutthewholethingtohim.Butunfortunately,theAmbassadorDoherty

wasofnousesincehewasnotinvolvedmuchinpoliticsanymore.Butbecausehe

feltpityforthemanbeforehim,hevowedtoassistinonewayortheother,hence

hemadeavisittoChiefLayiwolawhowastheonlypersonthatcouldgettoDr

Ansa..Thewheelthingwasfruitful,onlythatitwaslate(recordsanddocuments

aboutJohn'saffairhadalreadybeensubmittedtothecommunityinvestigating

John'scase)itwasonthislightacallwasmadetoJohnthatifhehandedoverthe

Chipsanddiary,thewholethingwouldstop.Luckilyforhim,Folioandhis

househelp(Peter)wherethereasbodyguard.Foliowasabodyguardbecausehe

sworetoprotectJohnbeforeLadidied.PeterbecameJohn'sbodyguardsinceafter



theincidenceoftherobberyathome.HefeltJohnneededprotectionmoresincehe

washissustainer.

Johnagreedtomeetthegangtohandovertheevidencehehadagainstthem.

Althoughhedidn'ttrustthemtokeeptheirword,hencehemadecopiesofthe

documentswhichhehandedovertoFolioincasethingswentwrong.

Thedocumentswerehandedoversuccessful,onlythatitwaslatesincewhen

Johnfacedthepanel,althoughhetriedhardtodenyallaligationsofknowingor

havinganythingtodowiththedeceasedstudent(Ladi),

Therewerevideoevidenceagainstthat.Hencewhenthetruthwasout,John

hadtorunoutoftheroomandaskedhisdriver(Peter)totakehimstraightto

Church(wherewebelievehewenttoconfesseverythingtohispastorwhohehad

forlongavoidedbecauseofhiswifecomplaintstohim)

ThestoryendedwithFoliobeingseenatProfAgunbiade(DVCofthe

University)toreporthisevidencesagainsthischild'sdisappearance(Thediary

Ladidiedfor).BythereactionoftheDVC,wegottounderstandthatjusticewill

eventuallybeservedtoalltheperpetrators.



ANALYSIS

THEMES

1)Themeonsocialtaldecadence

2)Themeoncultismandit'seffectonstudents.

3)Themeonparentalnegligenceandabsenceonthelifestyleofstudentson

campus

4)ThemeonthepoliticalstateofNigeria(usingthereasonbehindtheDVC's

daughtersdisappearanceascasestudy)

5)Themeonman'schangingnormsandbeliefwhenfacedwithtrouble

6)Themeontruthandrepentanceasman'sonlyescapefromhisproblems

7)Themeontheeffectofreligionandreligiousprophecyandprophetson

familytroublesandproblems

8)themeonthevariouscausesofdivorceinNigeria.

9)Themeonman'sentanglementwhensearchingforescape.

10)Themeongoodversusevil.

11)Themeonstudentsharassmentbylecturers

LiteraryAppreciation

Thenovelisabookcondemningthesocialtalillsofimmortalityinthe



contemporaryworldofUniversity.

Thewritermadeuseof:

Narrativetechniques

He.madeuseofThefirstpersonnarrativetechnique,Theominicientnarrative

techniqueaswellastheObjectivenarrativetechniques(becausehedidn'tendthe

wheelstory,heallowedthereadershaveapictureofwhatwilleventuallyhappen

attheendofthestoryafterFolioreportedtotheDVC)

Settings

ThesettingofthisstoryisinNigeria,basicallyaNigerianUniversity

setting.

Devicesemployed

TheauthormadeuseofFlashbacktopictureeventsthathadhappened.

HealsomadeuseofMetaphorsandSimilies.

Ironywasalsoemployed.

TherewerepicturesofImageryasusedinthebook.

Personificationwasused

Onomatopoeiawasalsoemployed.

Symbolismwasalsoused

TherewerescenesofExaggeratednarrationthustheuseofHyperbole.



Aboutthetitleofthebook

ThetitleofthebookcouldbeseenasaMetaphor.

Thetitle'Doninthevalley'wascoinedoutofJohn(theUniversityDon)

narratinghisordealandtroubledtotheZodiacprophet.Hesawhiscaseand

himselfasaDonentangledandlostinthevalleyofwhathefoughtasasocial

crusader.Hencethenameandtitle"DonInTheValley".

DonintheValleybyS.OluwayomiOladunjoye.

AssummarisedandAnalyzedbyAlilonuCollins(@Chorlinz)


